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NATIONAL REPUTATION

Collins specialised in the
building and restoration of
churches, including
Tewkesbury Abbey, and
medieval houses and he
established a national
reputation for the quality
of his work.

he Builder of this church came
from a strong Methodist family.
His father and grandfather had
served as stewards and Thomas had
attended the Sunday School. He had
been apprenticed as a stone mason and
in 1841 had established a business
which continued for over 130 years.

The Site at The Cross becomes available

premises and the people began raising money with the hope of

building a better church. At the Cross in Tewkesbury stood the
unused Market House, built in 1787. Attempts to sell it had failed. Collins
recognised the site would be ideal for a new church and in 1872 with his
partner, William Cullis (also a Methodist) he bought the Market House. He
held the property for two years during which the Wesleyan trustees raised
£750 to buy it.

B y the 1870's the Society in Tolzey Lane had again outgrown its

Tewkesbury’s Principal Employer

By the end of the 19th Century Collins was the principal employer in the town
and a greatly revered person. He was Mayor of Tewkesbury for six terms.

The New Chapel is Built

Fund raising began to build the church on this site, an architect was
employed and Collins and Cullis were to be the builders. £3,000 was raised but
Collins advised that the proposed design would cost £3,500. The trustees finding
the cost too great gave instructions to Collins to start the work but “ to leave out
things at his discretion to keep things within a budget of £3,000". Tewkesbury Abbey.

Memorial tablet to
Thomas Collins in






Notable Names
and Historic Sites

> SIR RAYMOND PRIESTLEY
- Thomas CO"inS sailed with both Shackleton and Scoft Antarctic Expeditions

man 1o have In 1953 he retired to Bredons Norton, a village neardy.

~ The Master Builder serie

ko up @ teaching

In 1956 he became the President of the Brtish
for the of Science.

iidecday el ’ In 1956, at the Invitation of Prince Philip, he
salled on board the Royal Yacht ‘Britannia’

'he Builder of this church came Joseph Prisstiey Junior (1854-1921) had four sona, Joseph,
from a strong Methodist family. oy U T e Ao L His final visit to Antarctic was in 1959 with the
His father and grandfather had Josep! g American Navy.
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